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To His moſt Excellent MAJESTY, 


GEORGE II. 


By the Grace of GOD, 


King of Great - Britain, France and 


Ireland, and Elector of Brunſivick- 
Lunenburg, c. 


8 meaneſt of Your 
Majeſty's Subjects 
N preſumes to publiſh 
bis Thoughts rela- 


— 
N 


So ting to Your Sacred 


Perſon and Royal Family, without 


Your Majeſty's Knowledge, and 
humbly to dedicate it to Your 
Royal Perſon without Permiſſi- 
on, needs an Apology anſwerable 
to the Boldneſs of the Attempt ; 


which 


DEDICATION. 
which can receive Acceptance from 
nothing but Your Majeſty's conſum- 
mate Goodneſs, on which alone I 


muſt depend for Pardon of ſo great 
a Boldneſs. 


The Reaſon of my firſt compoſing 
the following Diſcourſe | have hint- 
ed in the Introduction, and the 
Reaſon of my publiſhing it, was 
the Impoitunity of ſome of Your 
Majeſty's moſt Faithful and Loyal 
Subjects, who conceived it might 
be of great Uſe in giving ſome 


Hints to anſwer the Non Jurors 


Foundation-Argument of Hereditary 


Night, with which they amuſe and 


ditquiet fo many of Your Majeſty's 
Subjects: but 1 did not ſuffer my 
Mind to be determined for the 
Publication before I had commu- 
nicated the following Writing to a 
Perſon, whoſe deſerving Head Your 
Royal Father (of bleſſed Memory) 
had adorn'd with the Sacred * 
All 


' „ 

e 

* & ay 8 * 
E 


— Saks. 1 ; 1 
Ln r 
a ꝗ 4+: - 


DEDITICATTION. 


and had received his Judgment, 
that there was nothing in it that 
could, in any Meaſure, give Offence 
to Your Sacred Majeſty, or any 
Part of the Legiſlative Power. 


But the principal Reaſon why I 
preſumed to publiſh it, without 
endeavouring to make it known 
to Your Royal Perſon, or any of 
Your Excellent Miniſtry was, that 
I was fully perſwaded Your Majeſty 
was not jollicitous to have any 
other Part of Your Divine Right 


to the Crown of Great- Britain 


known to Your Subjects than what 
the Settlement of the Crown on the 
Princes SOPHIA, and her 
Heirs, being Prote$ants, gives to 
Your Sacred Perſon and Royal 
Iflue. Of this I am fo thoroughly 
convinc'd, as alſo, that the more 
Wife and Underſtanding Part of 
Your Majeſty's Subjects are entirely 
latisfied in this Divine Right of 
. Your 
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DEDICATION. 


Your Majeſty; inſomuch, that I 
doubted if 1 had attempted to make 
my Deſign known, it might have 


been rejected. 


But, as Lam convinc'd in myſelf, 
and hope I have demonſtrated in 
the following Diſcourſe, that GOD 
and Nature have given Your Ma- 
jeſty an additional Right to the 
Crown of England and Ireland; 
namely, the moſt true and ancient 
Hereditary Right, which the Enemies 
of Your Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 
vernment have ſo mightily mag- 
nified in Favour of Another; and 
by which they have ſo frequently 
puzzled the Minds, and held the 
Conſciences of many of Your Ma- 
jeſty's honeſt Subjects in Bondage, 
and ſeduced others into downright 
Diſaffection. 


Ihe ardent Defire to make 
known to my Countrymen this 


Here- 
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DEDICATITION. 
Hereditary Right of Your Majeſty, 


which hath been ſo little known 


and conſider'd, has been the prin- 
cipal Motive that hath puſh'd me 


upon this Preſumption; which, 
conſidering my good Intentions, I 


hope Your Majeſty will graciouſly 


pardon. 


If I could, by any Meins, have 
informed myſelf that this Argu- 
ment had ever been diſcours'd in 
publick, I ſhould not have pre- 
ſumed to have expoſed my mean 
Performance, but could not bear 
an Argument ſo conſiderable in 
Favour of Your Majeſty's Auguſt 
Family, ſhould any longer remain 


in Obſcurity. 


If the moſt excellent, glorious, 
and ſhining Virtue of a Monarch , 
which, 1 conceive, is ſtrictly to 
govern his People according to the 
Laws and Conttitution of his King- 

B dom, 
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DE DI CAT TON. 

dom, be ſufficient to attract tlie 
Love, and enforce the Obedience 
of his Subjects, that Virtue is ſo 
conſpicuous in Your Majeſty's Per- 
ſon; that, if it was impartially 
and duly conſider'd, it would not 
leave Your Majeſty one Diſaffected 
or Diſloyal Subject in Your whole 
Monarchy. 


Your very Enemies are fo ſen- 
ſible of this, that there's none dare 
open their Mouths againſt Your 
Majeſty in this Reſpect; tho' they 


loudly vent their Malice againſt 


Your moſt Faithful Minifters : but 
Goodneſs and. Juſtice are fo united 
in Your Majeſty's Adminiſtration , 
that, in Spite of the utmoſt 1I]- 
Will, they, like the Sun, caſt their 
Influence upon all Men, and we all 
receive the Benefit thereof. 


And, as if Heaven thought it not 
a ſufficient Bleſſing to grant us all 


F ul- 


DEDICATION. 


Fulneſs of Princely Virtues in Your 
Majeſty's Perſon, He hath added to 
it the Glory of a moſt Pious and 


Excellent QUEEN, a Beautiful 
and Illuſtrious Iſſue, adorned with 
all that the Hopes of Mankind can 
deſire. 


That Your Majeſty may long reign 


in that univerſal Applauſe with which 


You aſcended the Throne, and enjoy 
all manner of Bleſſings, is, and ſhall 


be the earneſt Prayer of, 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 
Tour Majeſty's most 
Dutiſul, Obedient Subject 

and Humble Servant, 
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THE 


INTRODUCTION, 


TH E Neceſſity which put the Author 
upon vindicating His Majeſty's Right 

to the Crown; and paricularly, upon 
the Foot of ſtrict Hereditary Right: 
with the Ground and Reaſons of the 
following Argument. Page I. 


CHAP. I 


How Hereditary Right flood from William 
the Conqueror to Richard the Firſt. 
P. 4. 


CHAP. 
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That King John had no Hereditary Right 
to the Crown when he took it, but 
afſum'd it, in direct Wrong to the ſtrict 
Hereditary Right off Prince Arthur, 

Dake of Bretagne, and Heir apparent 
to King John's elder Brother. P. 11. 


CHAT. M4 


There is the higheſ} Reaſon to believe 
that ney Richard ever left the 
Kingdom by Mill, as ſome pretend, to 

John. 2 E 14.” 


Sill CHAP. IV. 


That Prince Arthur's Surrender of the 
Kingdom to John never gave him any 
Right thereto: But as t Hereditary 
Right he was a direct Uſurper; and 
conſequently, guilty of High-Treafon. 
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CHAP. V. 


i lj That King John murthered Prince Ar- 
1 thur, and thereby attained his Blood 
1 of all Right to inherit. P. 24. 
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b The True and Ancient 
HERE DITART RIGHT 
Conſider'd and Explain'd. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The Neceſſity which put the Author upon 
vindicating Hit Majeſty's Right to the 
Crown ; and particularly, upon the 
Foot of * firict Hereditary Right: 25 
the Ground and Reaſons of the 1 
lowing Arg ument. 


: HE Werten Diſp ofal 
of my Habitation a 
me under the Neceſſity of 
converſing with ſeveral 
that were Non - jurors, 


and Perſons diſaffected to 


the preſent Happy Government , it very 


1 


J 6 and unavoidably drew me into 
C Con- 


„ OO" . ks. 


lng INTRO DUCTION. 


Converſation upon his late and ei 


Majeſty King GEORGE's Divine Right 


clin'd the Topick, as knowing it to be a 
Subject whereon we were not likely to 
agree; and- that an earneft entring upon 
the Examination thereof would endanger 
the Breach of civil Friendſhip -and good 
Neighbourhood, and take off the Pleaſure 
of other Converſation : but nothing elſe 
wou'd fatisfy. 
We cou'd ſeldom converſe on the 
publick News, but upon any Account of 
Difficulty in Government ; which either 
the neceſſary Nature of Things awaken'd, 
or the unavoidable Providence of GOD 
rais'd up: but preſently it was imputed 
to his Majeſty's Want of Divine Right 
to the Crown, and turn'd into an Argu- 
ment in Favour of the Pretender, and 
the Miniſtry revil'd and contemn'd, be- 
cauſe they did not act above the Capa- 
city of Men, and penetrate into That 
which no humane Wiſdom cou'd foreſee. 
Theſe Proceedings of the Family, and 
Acquaintance I was neceſſarily caſt upon, 
at laſt became unſupportable to me; and 
as I could not remove, myſelf from it 
without great Inconyeniency,. I took the 
Reſolution, at all Adventures, to attempt 


the Vindication of the Divine Right of my 


moſt 


to the Erw: And tho' 1 earneſtly de- 
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INT ROD ST ION. 


F moſt Gracious Sovercig n Kin ng R GE: 
= but I evidently id that 


n Argument, 
though founded upon the ear and 
ſtrongeſt Reaſon, and the moſt evident 
Authority of Divine Revelation, was 


0 1 to take any Hold on the Minds of 


put me en A clofe Examination of 
that Subjeck: And upon a ſerious Conſi- 
deration, and a ſtrict Examination of 
Hiſtory, I conceiv d the Ad vantage lay. 
on King GOR GE's Side, even on that 
Fourdaticn | This put me upon a Reſo- 
lution to encounter my Acquaintance, 
whoſe Converſation 1 cou'd not avoid, 8 
on this Subject, | | 
But wow'd not have it aiiderſtood; that 
by the following Argument I inſinuate, 
That the Supreme Divine Right of his 
late, and preſent Majeſty King GEORGE 
the Second „and his Heirs to the Crown 
of Great-Britain, is principally founded 
upon their ſtrict Hereditary Right to the 


Crown of England and . No, 


that is founded upon the Acts of the 
States and the Supreme Legiſlative Power 
of the Nation, in their ſettling the Crows 
upon the Princeſs & ophia, and her Heirs, 
bang Proteſtants. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


And I am ſatisfied the Auguſt Houſe 
of Hanover never did, nor ever will 
found their Supreme Divine Right to the 
Throne of Great-Britain upon any other 
Foundation. 

But if 1t doth appear that his late, and 
preſent Majeſty have the beſt Hereditary 
Right to the Crown of England and 
Treland, of any Monarch that hath fate 
upon that T hrone ſince Richard the 
Firſt, it will prove a very good Keaſon | 
for that Settlement, and a very great In- 
forcement of its Authority with all im- 
partial conſiderate Men, and a Demon- 
ſtration that thoſe Acts of Settlement 
proceeded from a wonderful Operation of 
Divine Providence. 

And the following Argument will be 
an Anſwer to all the Arguments of the 
Non-jurors on that Head in their own 
Way, and upon their own Principles; and 
may be highly uſeful to the loyal Sub- 
jects, in preſerving them from 4 ſe· 
duced by all that the Non jurors can ay. 


CHAT HL 
How Hereditary Right ſtood ym William 
the Conqueror 70 Richard the Firſt. 


[| ſhall not perplex the Argument of He- 

reattary Right, by going further back 

to found it than to William the Firſt; 
(com- 


HERE DITARTY RIGHT. 


(commonly called Milliam the Conqueror) 
for, as Mr. Collyer, in his Hiſtorical 
Dictionary, hath declared, that the beſt 
Hereditary Right that any of our Kings 
enjoy d ſince the Congueſt, commenc'd in 


Henry the Second's marrying, the right 
' Heir of the Saxon Line, I take it for 


granted, therefore, that the Non- jurors 
will not inſiſt upon going beyond the 
Norman Line to found the true Here- 
ditary Right of our Kings ſince. | 

I ſhall, therefore, in the firſt Place, con- 
ſider how Hereditary Right ſtood from 
William the Conqueror to Henry the 
Second. | | 5 

It will be readily granted, that Milliam 
the Firſt had no true Hereditary Title 
to the Crown of Exgland by Birth, or 


Affinity of Blood, being not of the Royal 


Blood, either of the ancient Britous, 
Danes, or Saxons: and beſides this, was 
illegitimate, as all our Hiſtories acknow- 
ledge; therefore, cou'd have 20 true 
Hereditary Right either by Birth, nor 


had he any by Marriage. And tho' the 


Author of the Book, entitled Hereditary 
Night, hath taken great Pains to bring 
him into the Number of Hereditary Kings, 
yet all that he hath ſaid on that Head 
hath been evidently anſwer'd by ſeveral 


Learned Hands: but however, if it be 


granted 
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The HISTORY of 


granted that he had ever ſo clear an 
Hereditary Right, it doth not in the leaſt 
prejudice my preſent Argument. 
William the Firſt left three Sons, vig. 
Robert the eldeſt; William his ſecond, 
and Henry his third Son. On the Death 
of William the Firſt, his ſecond Son 
William the Second took the Crown by 
the Conſent of the States; but in Wrong 
to the ſtrict Hereditary Right of his 
elder Brother Robert then alive, and 
engaged in the Holy War againſt the 
Turks: and tho' it be pretended, that 
William Rufus his Hereditary Right is 
founded upon the Laſt Will of his Fa- 
ther, which (by the Way) I conceive 
is but a very Might Foundation for a ſtrict 
Indefeaſible Hereditary Right. But 
Matthew Weſtminſter tells us, lib. 2. 


p. 12. The States and Lords of the Realm 


had ſo little Regard for this Teſtamentary 
Title, that they diſdain'd at firſt to be 
fubje& to the younger, when the elder 
Brother was every Way ſo well qualified 
to govern and protect them: but William 
Rufus waving his Teſtamentary Pretence, 
promis'd to eaſe the People of their 
Oppreſſions, and reſtore to them their 
ancient Liberties, he was, at length, ad- 
mitted to the Crown. But it does no- 
where appear that the States conſented 


t 


HERE DITART RIGHT. 7 
to it upon the ſtrict Foundation of He- 
reditary Right. 0 hl 

But that which mitigates the Matter in 
the Caſe of Milliam the Second was, he 
brought his Brother Robert to conſent 
that he ſhould enjoy the Crown during 
his Life; and Matthew Weſtminſter tells Lib. a. 5. 10 
us, that, upon the Peace which was made 
between Robert and Rufus, it was agreed, 
it either of them died without Sons, the 
other, if living, ſhould be his Heir: and 
this Agreement was ſworn to, not only by 
themſel ves, but by twelve Barons on each 
Side. WMilliam the Second died without 
Heirs, and therefore Robert, who ſurviv'd 
him, had not only the Hereditary Right 
by Birth, but alſo by the Laſt Will of 
Rufus, which gave him a double Title 
to that Crown; yet notwithſtanding, 
upon the Death of William the Second, 
Henry the third Son of ÜWilliam the 
Conqueror took the Crown, by the Con- 
ſent and moſt apparent Election of the 
States, as all Hiſtorians agree. Sul. Nu- 
Here is a ſecond apparent Breach of brigenſis, 
Hereditary Right. 44 
But this Matter was again made up by ſm. 
Prince Robert's making an Agreement 4 Knight. 
with Henry; that, ſeeing Henry was born 1 
ſince his Father W Milliam came to the N a 
Crown, he ſhould, as being the eldeſt 
| Son 
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Ihe HISTORY of 
Son ſince his Father was King, and being 


inveſted with the Crown by the Conſent 


and Election of the States, enjoy it during, 
Life, paying 3000 Marks per Annum. 

Secondly, That Robert ſurviving him 
ſhould ſucceed him. 

Thirdly, That all who had taken Part 
with Robert ſhou'd be pardon'd. 

This Agreement gave the beſt Heredi- 


tary Right that then ſubſiſted to Henry, 


and as Robert died before Henry, this 


Hereditary Right deſcended to Henry's 


Children. 

Henry the Firſt left only, one Daughter 
nam'd Matilda, who was firſt married to 
Henry the Fifth, Emperor of Germany, 


but had by him no Iſſue; but marrying. 


a ſecond time to Henry Plantagenct, had 


by him one Son, v:z. Henry. 


On the Death of Henry the Firſt, Ste- 
phen, a Son of William the Conqueror's 
Daughter, took the Crown, as all Hiſto- 
rians agree, by the Election of the States, 
without any Title to Hereditary Right, 
upon a Promiſe, that he wou' d — rve 
their Privileges, and conſent to good and 
wholſome Laws. 

Here was Hereditary Right broken in 
upon a third time fince WMilliam the 
Conqueror; ſo that Stephen, as to any 
Hereditary Right, was a direct Uſarper : 

but 
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before him. Mr. Collyer is very juſt thus 
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HeRrEDiTary RIGcur. 
but Stephen's Son and Heir dying, he 
adopted Henry, Son of the Empreſs Mand, 
or Matilda for his Heir; and accordingly, 
upon the Death of Stephen, Henry the 
Second came to the Crown in the pure 
and true Hereditary Right of his Grand- 


father Henry the Firſt and his Mother 
Maud or Matilda, only Heir of Henry. 


And this is the firſt time that pure and 
true Hereditary Right took Place ſince 
William the Conqueror. 

In this Heury the Second, faith Collyer's 
Hiſtorical Dictionary, the Norman and 
Saxon Blood was happily united through 
Henry's marrying the right Heir of the 
Saxon Line; upon which Mr. Colyer 
ſeems to lay 10 great Streſs, as to think 
the only true — Right to the 


Crown commenc'd, and took Place at this 


Time ſince Milliam the Conqueror, which 
Conception we will admit to have much 
Truth in it, as to the Hereditary Right 
of the Saxon Line: ſo that Henry the 


Second and his Heirs and Iſſue have the 


trueſt and moſt undoubted Hered:tary 


Right ſince the Norman Conqueſt. 


'This Henry the Second left at his 
Death two Sons, vis. Richard the eldeſt, 
and Fobn the youngeſt ; the three others, 
vis, William, Henry and Geoffrey died 


far; 
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far; but he unkindly, and 'tis to be fear'd 
with no good Deſign, hides another Ar- 
ticle for which this Henry the Second is 
deſervedly famous, vis. that his eldeſt 
Daughter named Maud or Matilda, who 
married to Henry the Lyou, Duke of 
Bavaria and Saxony, from the eldeſt 
Branch of whoſe Family and Iſſue his 
prelent Majeſty King GEORGE the 
Second is the Heir in a direct Line, which 
we ſhall afterwards name; and this is ac- 
knowledged by all our beſt and moſt 

authentick Hiſtorians: | 
On the Death of Henry the Sccond , 
his eldeſt Son Richard, by ſtrict Here- 
ditary Right, came to the Grown, and 
wore it with Glory and Fame whilſt he 
ived; but he died without Heirs of his 
own Body : and -according to true and 
ſtrict Fereditary Right, the Crown at his 
Death ought to have deicended to Prince 
Arthur, Duke of Bretagne, and only 
Son of Geof/rey, King John's eldeſt Bro- 
ther. But, in direct Wrong to this He- 
r:editary Right of Prince Arthur, John, 
Ceoffrey's younger Brother, by very indi- 
rect Means, as M. de Rapzn relates, whom 
chuſe to make Uſe of on this Occaſion, 
as believing him to be the moſt impartial 
Hiſtorian of thoſe Times of any modern 
Author that I have ever met with, and 
13 


5 -: 1V 


6 bes >) = ww 


HerEDiTaryY RiGuT. 
is one that cannot be ſuſpected of any 
partial Views with Reſpect to the preſent 


Family of his Majeſty King GEORGE. 
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* * * 4 0 * 0 .- ** 1 * 


H. II. 


That King John had no Hereditary Right 


to the Crown when he took it, but 
aſſum d it, in direct Wrong to the ſirit? 
Hereditary Right of Prince Arthur, 
Duke of Bretagne, aud Heir apparent 
to King John's elder Brother. 


IND here I ſhall begin my Argument 
to prove that his preſent Majeſty 


ning GEORTE the Second receives 


trom his Royal Father the beſt Heredi- 
ary Right to the Crown of England and 


 Tirelzxrd of any Monarch that hath fate 


upon the Throne ſince Richard the Firſt; 
and I ſhall doit, by proving theſe Points 
tollowing. | 


POINT I, 


Tat Ning John had no Hereditary 
Right to the Crawn when he took it; 
out afſum'd it in the diret? Wrong to 
the ftrict Hereditary Right of Prince 
Arthur, Heir apparent to King John's 
elder Brother, 


D 2 POINT 


12 


KING GEORGE's' 


8 POINT . | 
There is the higheſt Reaſon to believe 
that King Richard never left the King- 
dom by Will (as ſome pretend) to King 
John. | N 
POINT 3. 


That Prince Arthur's Surrender of the 


Kingdom to John never gave him any 
Right thereto : but as uo Hereditary 
Right he was a direct Uſurper; and 
conſequently, guilty of High-Treaſon. 


POINT 4. 
That Ning, John murtbered Prince 
Arthur, aud thereby attainted his Blood 
of all Title to inherit Hereditary Right. 


POINT 5. 


King John impriſoned the Princeſs 
Eleanor, Prince Arthur's og Siſter and 


Heir, and debarr'd her the Privilege of 


having Iſſue; and that ſhe never ſur- 
rendred her Hereditary Right 0 give 
King John any Title thereto. | 


POINT 6. 


That there was no Branch of the Royal 
Family of Henry the Second for the true 


Hereditary Right r deſcend to, upon the 


Death 
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Death of the 7 /s Eleanor and the 
Forfeiture of. King John, but the Prin- 
ceſs Maud, elde 1 of King 
Henry the Second, Mother of the fir 
Royal Blood of England in the Anceſtors 


& King n 


| Polina 7. | 
That all King John's Children were 
born in unlawful Medlock; and there- 


fore, could have no Title to inherit the 


true Hereditary Right, 


POINT 1. 


| NApiu tells us there were ſeveral Cir-" 


cumſtances that favour'd John's Ad- 
vancement, in Wrong of Prince Arthur's : 


Firſt, His Mother Queen Eleanor, who 


was very much beloved by the Generality 


of the People, but a Woman of a haugh- 


died, Arthur's Mother would have the 


ty Temper; conſidered, that if Arthur 


came to the Crown, being not above 12 
or 14 Years of Age when her Son Richard 


principal Hand in the managing of all 
publick Affairs during her Son's Minority; 
and that ſhe ſhould be obliged to be un- 
der her, the Thoughts of which ſhe could 
not bear. 

Secondly, John was her bel oved Son, 
and therefore ſhe uſed all her Intereſt 701 
his Advancement. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, During King Richard's Ab- 


4 

* 
f a 
. 


ſence in the Holy Land, and his Impri- 


ſonment by the Emperor, which John had 
no ſmall Hand in: John had made him- 


ſelf a conſiderable Party amongſt the Ba- 


rons and Clergy of England, in Hopes 
to have uſurp'd the Crown in his Brother 
Richard's Life-time; which was the more 
calily reviv'd upon his Death. 
Fourthiy, By Promiſes, Oaths, and 


oe © > <a "= 


Threats, faith Rapin, Fohn gained the 


Majority of the Barons to admit him. 


* 


2» — 


* 


CHA P. III. 


There is the higheft Reaſon to believe 
that Ring Richard never left the King- 
dom by Will, as ſome pretend, to Johh. 


Poli NT 3. 


John's Title, that his Brother Ri- 
chard left him the Crown by Will at his 
Death : 

But, as there is but one Hiſtorian who 
affirms any thing of this Teſtament in Fa- 


vour of John, vis. Haveden, who does 
indeed tay, when Richard deſpaired of 
Lite, he deviſed the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, and all his Lands to John. But, 


a9 


HE Non-jurors urge, in Favour of 
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as he's the only Hiſtorian, of any Account, 

who mentions this Will, his ſingle Teſti- 
mony can have no great Weight, when 
no other Hiſtorian of that Day gives us 
any Account of it; and there are many 


Reaſons to be urged againſt it, as 


* F#irſt, That Richard, when he went to 
the Holy Land By Conſent and Concur- 
© rence of the States, fairh Cronicon de Mail- 
vor, p. 179, Sc. Fol. Hiſtory, Anno ny, 
appointed Prince Arthur his Heir; and if 
+» Richard would not put by his Nephew 
and next Heir then in Fayout of fob, 
it's certain Johns Behaviour, whilſt he 
was engaged in the Holy War, muſt give 
bim much more Cauſe to reject him, and 
prefer his Nephew Arthur before him, 
as he had the undoubted Hereditary 
| Right. 


Whoever conſiders John's Behaviour to 


King Richard in his Abſence, recorded by 
all our Hiſtorians, and particularly by M. 
e Rapin, Vol. 3. lately tranſlated by Mr. 


Tindal, p. 128, 130, 136, 138, will find | 


it exceeding difficult to believe, that Ri- 
"chard, after this Treatment of his Bro- 
ther, ſhould make him his Heir, in Wrong 
and Prejudice of his Nephew Arthur, a 
promiſiag young Prince, who had never 
Aiſobliged him; and who had the un- 
doubted Hereditary Right to the Crown, 
* in 
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in Caſe Richard died without Heirs. Ras 
Pin alſo affirms, that King Richard, upon 
his Return to England, having ſubdued 


Johns Party; ſummon'd his Brother, who 


was then in France, to appear before him 
within 40 Days, to anſwer the Accuſitions 
that ſhould be exhibited againſt him; and 


John not appearing within the Time li- 
mited, King Richard cauſed a Sentence 


to be paſſed againſt him, whereby his 
Inſomuch Eſtates were all confiſcated, and himſelf 
from this excluded from all Right of Succeſſion to 


very time 
he was the Crown. 


enerally 1 40 * 11 Ane 
eee Can any believe, aſter all this, which 


Joby Lack- is acknowledged on all Hands to be true, 

ld. that King Richard would diſinherit his 

Nephew Arthur, to make his ungrateful 
Brother John his Heir. 

The Manner in which Rapin repre- 

ſents Richards Reconciliation to John, 

and the Expreſſions he uſed in his par- 


doning him, at the Inſtance of his Mo- _ 


ther Queen Eleanor, plainly. ſhews the 
Opinion Richard had af Jobn, viz. 

« I forgive you, ſaith he, (raiſing him 
« up) and wiſh I could as eaſily lofe the 
Remembrance of the Injuries you have 
« done. me, as you will forget my par- 
« doning of them. A 
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Secondly, If there was ſuch a Will, why 4 


did not John mention it when he put in 
for 


A 1 HEREDITARY RIGHT. 17 
for the Crown ? There was, at leaſt, half 
4 a Year between the Death of Richard 
o and the Admiſſion of Fohn ; and yet, 
n during all that Time, we hear nothing 
is of that Will, all which Time was ſpent 
d by John and his Emiſſaries in Promiſes, 
„ JOaths, and Threatenings, to bring the 
e Engliſb to ſwear Allegiance to him, Ra- 
is Pin, Vol. 3. p. 150 to 157; and by giv- 
lr ing them the moſt pompous Aſſurances 
o in Words how well he would govern, if 
they would conſent to make him King: 
h but how well he performed them after- 
e, Wards the Hiſtory of his Life makes too 
is evident. 
1 _ Thrrdly, Rapin faith, p. 146, That Ri- 
chard had formerly at Meſſina ſettled 
. Matters otherwiſe than in this pretended 
, Will, and made his Nephew Arthur his 
Heir, as appears from his Letter to the 
Pope, now to be ſeen in the Collection 
e Of publick Acts: fo that whatever might AA. pub. 
induce him afterwards (if any did in-77-p-6- 
n Quce him) to change his Mind under the 
& Agonies of Death, and the over Perſua- 
es Tons of John's ſecret Friends, it ought to 
. be eſteemed of no Validity. 
Fourthly, Archbiſhop Hubert's Speech 
y * King John's Coronation plainly inti- 
n mates there was no ſuch Article in Ri- 
ir chard's laſt Will. Matthew Paris records 
| E 29805 
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it at Length with all its Circumſtances; f 
and it is thus tranſlated in M. de NRapin, 

© No Perſon ( faith the Biſhop) can have 
© a Right to the Crown of this Kingdom, 
* unleſs after the humble Invocation of 
God's holy Spirit, he be firſt unanimouſly 
elected for his extraordinary Virtues, and 
© then folemnly anointed and conſecrated. 
And Rapin (p.156.) gives us his Thoughts 
of the true Meaning, Intent and Motives 
of this Specch. Hubert (ſaith he) was 
intirely in John's Intereſt; the Buſineſs 
was to ſecure to that Prince a Crown, to 
which the Duke of Bretagne had Pre- 
tenſions, which ſeemed not to be 1ll- 
grounded: (he might have ſaid was much 
better grounded as to Hereditary Right 
than his could be) However, by Promiſes 
or Threats, the Engliſh had been brought 
to ſwear Allegiance to John; it was there- 
fore, not at all proper to ſay that he 
aſcended the Throne by Hereditary Right, 
ſince the Diſpute betwcen him and Arthur 
had been neither examined or decided 
conſequently, it would have been acting 
contrary to John's Intereſt to have ſet it on 
Foot: but it was much to his Advantage 
to have him mount the Throne by a ſort 
of an Election, the which was ſerviceable 


_ 


* 


Land 


* 


* 


to him upon two Accounts; firſt, as it 


zaye him a Title to his Coronation. Se- 
condly, 


. tary Rig 
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; condly, as it gain d the People of England 


to his Side; who by that Means would be 
rather induced to ſtand by their Choice 
than to maintain him in his pretended He- 
_reditary Right, which was liable to a great 
many Difficulties, and to an infallible Over- 
throw by all the Principles of Juſtice and 
Equity. After theſe Reaſons, which amount 
to little leſs than an abſolute Demonſtra- 


tion, and give the ſtrongeſt Grounds to be- 


lieve Richard the Firſt did not by his laſt 
Will and Teſtament conſtitute John his 
Heir to the Crown of England; we mult 
ne had no Manner of Heredi- 

t to the Crown, nor could have 
any while Prince Arthur and his Siſter, 
both Children of Geoffrey, King John's 


elder Brother, lived. 


Beſides, if Richard had given the Crown 
of England to John, that would, in my 
Judgment, have given no true Hereditary 
Kight thereto whilſt his elder Brother's 
Son and Daughter were living, as they both 
were when John came to the Throne: for 
how can an indefeaſible Hereditary Right 
be given away without the Confent of the 


next Heir? No intail'd Eftate can be fo 


alienated, and much leſs the Intail of a 
Crown, without the Conſent of the States 


of the Kingdom: For, if Hereditary Right 
may be alienated and given away from the 


E 2 riglit 
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right Heirs by the meer Will of the Poſ- 
ſeſſor, it ſeems much more agreeable to the 
Principles of ſound Reaſon, and the re- 
vealed Will of God, that the States of a 
Nation (when their Conſtitution is mani- 
feſtly broken by the Reigning King, and 
in Danger of being utterly ſubverted and 
ruin'd) ſhould have Power to ſet aſide the 
Hereditary Right of any Branch of the 
Royal Family, when their Religion and 
Education gives the ſtrongeſt Signs of in- 
capacitating them for the adminiftring Go- 
vernment according to their eſtabliſhed 
Conſtitution : But there was no ſuch Rea- 
{ons in the preſent Caſe for ſetting aſide 
true Hereditary Right ; for both the Re- 
ligion and Education of Prince 2 
and his Siſter was agreeable to the then 
eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution. And further, how 
can a Truſt inveſted in any Perſon, and di- 
rected by the Inveſters of that Truſt, to 
deſcend ſtrictly to the next Heir, (as a 


Crown and Government of a Nation is cer- 


tainly the higheſt Truſt) be given away by 
the Poſſe ſſor from the right Heir without 
the Conſent of the Parties concerned in that 


Truſt ? This is contrary to the Light of 
' Reaſon, and the Laws of all Nations, 


And we may ſee what the Opinion of 


Mankind was, even in that Age, concern- 
ing the Power of Kings, in giving away 
the 
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the Right to their Crown without the Con- 


ſent of the States of the Kingdom. Napin 
informs us, that the Pope's Legate did for- 
bid the King of France, in the Pope's 
Name, to carry his Arms into Eug land, as 


being Part of St. Peter's Patrimony, thro' 
the Surrender and Homage of John; and 
threatned all Perſons with Excommunica- 


tion that ſhould aſſiſt the Eugliſh Barons. 
Philip, without being concern'd at theſe 
Menaces, reply d, that the Claim of Eng- 
land, as the Patrimony of St. Peter, was 
built upon a falſe Foundation; that it was 
evident King John had no Power to ſub- 


jet his Kingdom, by a bare Act of his Will, 


without the at of the States : and that 


an Act of ſuch a Nature was beyond what 


any King could pretend to. Matt. Paris 


ſaith, that all the Great Men of france Rapin, 
unanimouſly declar'd, they would maintain ?: 235: 


this Point, even unto Death, that no King or 

Prince, by his ſingle Authority, had Power 
to give away, or make over his Kingdom. 
heſe Things were tranſacted at Lyons 15 


Days after Eaſier. 


From what is faid, I conceive, it is moſt 
Jobn had no Degree 
or Shadow of 8 Right when he 
took the Crown. 


CHAP. 
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That Prince Arthur's Surrender of the 
Kingdom to John never gave him any 
Right thereto: But as to Hereditary 
Right he was a direct Uſurper ; and 
conſequently, guilty of High-Treaſon. * 


PoINT 3- 


* next Thing urged in Fayour of 

King John's coming to any Degree of 
Frans Right is Prince Arthur” s do- 
ing him Homage, and owning him for 
King of England. 

But the Account that Mr. de Raprm 
gives us of Prince Arthur's Behaviour to 
John, even when he was in the greateſt 
Danger, is a ſufficient Anſwer to all that 
can be urged on this Head. He aſſures us 

from good Authority, that Prince Arthur 
and his Siſter were both ſurprized and 
[| taken by King John in Mirable with 200 
I Knights, the Earl of March, and the Duke 
I of Bretagne. Prince Arthur was fent i im- 
ik mediately to Falaiſe, and the Princefs E. 
af teanor, his Siſter, to Briſtol-Caſtle in Eng- 
1 land, where ſhe was kept Priſoner 40 cars, 
1 and died there without Heirs, in the 21ſt 
| of Henry the Third, Son to King John. 
Am124z When King John had got Prince Ar. 


© zhur into his Power, he urged him te 
0 10. 


a >. 
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* © renounce the Protection of the King of 
© © France, and wholly ſubmit to him: He 
© accompanies this Advice with all the Pro- 
7? miſes and Threatnings poſſible ; but the 
young Prince (faith Rapin) who was not 
yet well- inſtructed in the Maxims of Po- 
liticks, the chiefeſt of which was Diſſimu- 
lation, could not bring himſelf to conceal 
his Sentiments; inſtead of accepting the 
King's Offers, he took the Freedom to 
of upbraid him with uſurping the Crown 
of of England, as well as the Provinces of 
lo- France, without conſidering he lay at his 
for Mercy: He was ſo tranſported with Paf- 
ſion as to threaten him, that to the laſt 
bin Moment of his Life he would never ceaſe 
to © ſeeking Occaſion to be revenged. After 
teſt * ſoplain a Declaration of his Mind, Fohr 
hat being out of Hopes of overcoming his 
& Obſtinacy, ordered him to be conducted 
hur to Roan, and ſhut up in the new Tower 

and * under the Care of Robert de Vipont. 


* 


After this Account collected by a moſt 
uke ampartial Hand, who can admit any Belief 
im- that ever Prince Arthur ſurrendred any 


E. Part of his Hereditary Right to K. Fohn ? 
ung. We muſt therefore conclude, that ohn 
ears, had no manner of Hereditary Right to the 
21ſt Crown of England, but with reſpe& to 
2. chat was a direct Uſurper; neither could 
Ar. whe haye any during the Courſe of his Life; 


n t9 3 POINT 
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POINT | 
For he murther'd Prince So his Ne- 
phew, becauſe he found it impoſſible to 
prevail with him to ſurrender his Right to 
him. The Princeſs Eleanor, his Siſter, was 
Kill living a Priſoner in Briſtol-Caſtle, and 
outliv'd him 21 Years. This Princeſs (faith 
Rapin, p. 354) tho' reduc'd to fo wretched * 
a Condition, could never be prevailed or 
brought, during herlong Impriſonment, to 
recede in the leaſt from her Right, in order 
to obtain ſome Favour, which ſhe could 
expect upon no other Terms; therefore, 


K. John never had any Hereditay 'y Right | 
to the Crown of England. 1 


** 
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C . 
That King John murthered Prince Ar- 
thur, aud thereby attainted his Blood * 
W all Right to inherit. 


IAVING adyanc'd thus far, L hope, 

with ſuch clear Evidence as is to the 
Reader's Satisfaction, I ſhall advance one 
Step further, and that i is to prove, 
14 POINT 5. | 
v8 That K. John had not only no Hereditary 
3 Right to the Crown whilſt he liv'd, but 
1 that he forfeited, and attainted himſelf and 
#8 his Poſterity of all Right to inherit it, by 
bd the Murther of his Nephew Arthur Duke 
[| 0 
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of Bretagne, and confining his Neice E- 
" teanor in Briſtol - Caſtle, where ſhe was 
debarr'd the Liberty and Privilege of hav- 
ing Iſſue, which is next to Murther. 
That wilful Murther forfeits all Right 
of Inheritance, ſeems to me to have been 

a Declaration from God, almoſt as ancient 
Fs the World itſelf. * 

The Non-jurors will readily acknow- 
ledge, that Cain had an Hereditary Right 
to univerſal Monarchy after the Death of 
his Father Adam but it is apparent to 
2 that Cain, by the Murther of his Bro- 

ther Abel, forfeited his Hereditary Right 

"to Empire, as J conceive, is moſt evident 
from the Sentence the Lord paſſed upon 
him after that Murther; Aud thou art 
curſed from the Earth, that hath opened 
ber Mouth to receive thyBrother's Blood 

om thy Hand; when thou t illeſi the 

F Ground. zt ſhall not from henceforth yield 
unto thee her Strength: a Vagabond aid 

4 Fugitzve ſhalt thou be in the Earth. 
And Cain ſeemed to acknowledge the 
» Juſtice, tho' not with Patience to ſubmit 
to the Sentence. And Cain ſaid, My Pu- 
niſhment is greater than I can bear. Be- 
hold, thou haſt driven me out this Day 
From the Face of the Earth that is, the 
| Glory of, and Dominion in the Earth; for 
the Face is the Glory : and from thy Face 

F (that 
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(that is, T conceive, fiom all Right to, and 4 
Authority to be thy Vicegerent and Mi- 
niſter upon Earth) ſhall be hid, and 1 


ſhall be a Vagabond and a Fugitive iu 
the Earth; which plainly implies that he 
had loſt all Right to Empire and Govern- 
ment : and accordingly we find all his Po- 
ſterity were cut off in the Deluge. If this 
be not ſufficient to ſatisfy, I hope, that 
Command given forth by 80d himſelf! im- 
mediately after the Flood, will ſurely doit, 
vic. Tour Lives will I re uire, at the 


and 6. Fland of every Beaſt will require of 3 


aud at the Hand of every Man's Brother 

will require the Life of Man + whoſ0- 

ever jheddeth Man's Blood (illegally) by 
Aan ſball his Blood be ſhed for in the 

Image of God made he Man. If this be 
not an undeniable Proof that wilful and 
premeditated Murther attaints the Blood, 
and forfeits all the Murtherer's Right of 
Inheritance, nothing can be proycd from 
Holy Scripture. But we have not only the 
Command of God in Holy Writ to prove 
this, but we have alto a moſt evident Ex- 
ample to confirm it, vig. Ahab forfeited 


his Life for his permitting the Murther of 


Naboth; aud Elijah was ſent with the 


; Kings Meſſage ſaying, Thus faith the Lord, 


xxi ky 1225 thou 


10 2 


Inthe Place © hers Dogs licked the Blooa 
of 


Killed, and alſo taken Poſſeſſion? 
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15 f Naboth, ſhall Dogs lick thy Blood, 

even thine, And this Pr inciple is not only 

agreeable, and confirmed by the Law of 

r God. but it is alſo agrecable to, and con- gxodus 

1 firmed by the Law of Nature, and all Na- xX. 13. 

tions : for whatſocver Man, be he of the 

Blood Royal, or otherwiſe noble or ig- 

Doble; if he murther the Perſon that hath 

the Hereditary Right to the Crown, hc 
thereby attaints his Blood, and becomes 
guilty of High - Treaſon, and forfeits ail 
Right of Inheritance. And this was the 

| þ Sentiment of the Nation in the Cate 
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df crook-back'd Richard; and was what 
duced them to join with the Earl of 
1 Nene againſt him. 
* And notwithſtanding Power doth ſome- 
times defeat Right, and clcape Juſtice in 
ty World; yet Right is never the leis 
ht, becauſe ſometimes defeated by tem- 
ral Power. Now, that K. John murther'd 
1 elder Brother's Son Prince Arthur, was 
e Belief of the greateſt Part of Mankind 
A that Time, and ever ſince. And, in my 
Judgment, there needs no more to be ſaid 
tor the Proof of it than what the moſt 
impartial Rapzy hath given us. His Ac- 
count take as follows: John being out 
dof Hopes of overcoming his (Prince Ar- 
©thur) Obſtinacy, order'd him to be con- 
7 eyed to Roan, and ſhut up in the new 
- F 2 Tower 
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* Tower under the Care of Robert d' Vi. 
* pot. Tis affirmed that, purſuant to the 
Ad vice of ſome of his Council, K. John 
* deſigned to have put out his Eyes, and 
* rendred him uncapable of having any 
Children, in order to free himſelf from 
the Uncaſineſs he was under on his Score; 
but that he was diſappointed by thoſe 
* who were deſign'd to be the Agents. Be 
* this as it will, a few Days after the young 
* Prince was brought to Roan he diſap- 
* pear'd on a ſudden, without its ever be. 
ing known for certain what became o 
* him: the King's Friends ſpread a Report 
that Arthur, endcavouring to make hi > 
* Etcape out of Priton, was drown'd in the 
River Seine: but there were but few tha 
' SaVC Credit to this Report. On the con 
* trary, it was the general Opinion, that th 
Prince was murther'd by the Order of th 
© King his Unkle. There are even ſom 
Mat Felis“ Hiſtorians, particularly, Will. Brito d 


2 — —— 


— ——— — 
. Wm Y - — - — — - - — = - 
1 — »” —w— — 2 ——— — — — 2 - - 
N — + .. . - i — - 259 CO 
-_ 
a * * 


— — 9 — 
3 - „ ** 


nr * 2 


- 9 — — - 
—— — 
—— — 


* — — — 
— 2 2 —ñ—k 
2m 


— —— — 


2 3 = — 
* — — 
— — — 
CME £5 Du GE TE Prong” 
8 * "7 * F 7 ”— 


= 
* 


i N ' Geff, R. Philip, p. 166, 167, who hay © 
13 * given the Particulars of his Death : the 
le © tell us, John himſelf in a dark Nigt 
18 * came in a Boat to the Foot of the Tow: 


why 


* where his Nephew was in Cuſtody, a 

* canſing him to be brought before bin 
* ſtabb'd him with his own Hand, and o- 
* dered his Body to be thrown into tb 


Heine fome Leagues below the Tower. I * 
C 7 
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* what Manner ſoever this Prince's Death 
* happen'd, it is certain, Fohn never clear'd 
* himſelf of it: there is ſo much the more 
* Reaſon to belieye him guilty as he made 
© no Enquiry into the Matter; which he 
* ſhould have done with great Strictneſs 
© had he no Hand in it.“ And in the Con- 
cluſion of John's Reign, Rapzn hath theſe 
Words in his Character, ig. It is very 
certain, one cannot but have a very diſ- 


© adyantageous Idea of him, when one 


* conſiders his unjuſt Proceedings with Re- 
© gard to K. Richard his Brother, the Death 


© of Prince Arthur his Nephew, of which 
5 he never cleared himſelf, the perpetuel 


Impriſonment of his Niece, Eleanor of 


* Bretagne; his divorcing of Avi/a of 
* Glouceſter, Kc. 
From all theſe Conſiderations it is moſt 
evident, that King John had not only no 
Hereditary Right to the Crown, but that, 
by the Murther of his Nephew, and the 


inhumane Treatment of his Neice, he for- 


feited, and attainted himſelf and his Poſte- 
rity of all Right of Inheritance. 
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CHAP VL 


That there was no Branch of the Royal 
Family of Henry the Second for the 
Hereditary Right to deſcend to, upon 
the Death of the Princeſs Elcanor, 
and the Fort exture of King John, but 
the Princeſs Maud, 44 Daughter 
of King Henry the Second, and Mother 
of the firſt Royal Blood in the An- 
ceſtors of King 'G EORGE. 


POINT 6. 


LE neceſſarily follows then, that after 
the Death of Eleauor, Prince Arthur's 
Siſter, the true Heredztary Right fell and 
deſcended to the Princefs Maud or Matil- 
da, K. John's eldeſt Siſter, and Mother of 
the Royal Blood of his preſent Majeſty 
King GEORGE; for there was no 
e. Branch between for it to ſettle upon: 
For, altho' the Barons of England invited 
Lewis the Dauphin, Son to Philip King 
of France, to accept of the Crown, upon 
King John, s Forfeiture thereof by Male- 
Anion of Government; yet, it's 
moſt evident he had not the Hereditar * 
Right before the Princeſs Maud and her 
Iſſue: and this Rapin makes undeniably 
clear in the Account he gives us of the 
pleading this Title before the Pope. 


But 
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HERE DITARY RIGHT. 


But that we may the more clearly ſee the 
Daupbin's pretended Hereditary Right, I 
* ſhall tranſcribe a Paſſage out of Rapin 
before, vig. © That by the Treaty of Peace 
> © made by K. Philip with K. John, one 
© © of the Articles was, that John ſhould give 


31 


20, ooo Marks of Silver in Dowry with 


Hlanche of Caſtile, his Niece; ſhe was 
Daughter to Alphon ſus the Eighth and 
* Eleanor, who was ſecond Daughter to 
© Henry the Second, and younger Siſter to 
the Princeſs Maud. Leuis was married 
to her at Roar. 
© Raprn,238, tells us, Lewis attempted 
at Rome, before the Pope, to prove his 
* Hereditary Title to the Crown of Eng- 
land. They founded (faith he) his Right 
upon his Marriage with Blanche of Ca/ſ- 
tile, pretending, that Fobr having been 
* lawfully depoſed by the Barons, the 
Crown was devolved on Blanche, his 
© Niece; as the Account which an Hiſto- 
tian (who is Mar. Paris, Anno 1216.) 
* hath given the Conference at large which 
the Ambaſſadors had with Pope Innocenti. 
The Pope objected to the Ambaſſadors, 
that, ſuppoſe John was lawfully depoſed, 
©his Children ought not to be involv'd in 
the ſame Misfortune : but grant that his 
Children, young as they were, had been 
Partakers of their Father's Crimes, Elea- 
| | nor 
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immediately, upon the Death of the Prin- 


KING GEORGE''s 


nor of Bretagne, Prince Arthur's Siſter, 
(then living, and Priſoner in Briſtol- 
© Caſtle had the Precedency of all others. 
© In fine, that the Emperor Ortho, Son to 
© Henry the Second's eldeſt Daughter a 
Maud) ought manifeſtly to ſucceed be- 
fore Blanche of Caſtile.” 

From whence it is moſt evident that 
the Dauphin's Wife could have no Here- 
ditary Right to the Crown of England 
before the Iſſue of the Princeſs Maud, 
Mother of the Royal Family of King 
GEORGE, but upon King John's for- 
feiting the Hereditary Right for himſelf 
and his Heirs, the true Hereditary Right 


ceſs Eleanor, fell to the Family of King 
GEORGE. 

There is nothing more evident and true 
than the Points we have already confider'd, 

Firſt, That K. John, when he took the 
Crown, had no Degree of Hered:tary Right 
thereto. 

Secondly, That Prince Arthur's Sur— 
render never gave him any. 

Thirdly, That the premeditated wilful 
Murther of the Perſon who had the He. 
reditary Right to the Crown forfeits the 
Murtherer's Right to inherit, and rendes 
him uncapable thereof. * 


J ͤ * 


— — 
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HERE DITARTY RIGHT. 


Fourthly, That the Princeſs Maud, Mo- 
ther of the Royal Blood of his late and pre- 
ſient Majeſty King GEORGE, had the 
2 Hereditary Right to the Crown before the 
2 Dauphin's Wife Blanche of Caſtile, or any 
of her Iſſue. 


* 2 * * 


4 H AFP. VII. 


That all King John's Children were born 
in unlawful Wedlock, and therefore 
could have no Title to the true Here- 
ditary Right. 

| POINT 7. 


Here is but one Point therefore that re- 
mains to be diſcours'd, to clear this 

Ewhole Matter, and that is, whether King 

£70hr's Forfeiture of his Hereditary Right 

affected his Iſſue or Children. 

The Law of God expreſſly affirming 

the that the Children ſhall not anſwer for, 


Crimes. 

& To clear this, I have ſeveral Things to 

propoſe. 

ful Firſt Tho' the Father's Crimes, accor- 

He. ging to the Law of God, ought not to be 
the mputed to the Children, yet what the Fa- 

dess ther forfeits by his Crime before the Chil- 

uren were born; thoſe Children can never 
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feited his elective Right for Mal-Admini- F 


tary Right, which was forfeited ſo long 


Kine GEORGE's 


have any Right to inherit, becauſe the Fa- x 
ther had forfeited the Inheritance before 
the Children were born. And this is the 
very Cafe of King Johns Children: King 5 
John was guilty of the Murder of Prince 
Arthur, who had the true Hereditary 
Right to the Crown, in the third Year of 
his Reign, whereas he had no Child born 
till near fix Years after; how then ſhould Þ 
that Child have any Ti itle to the Heredi- 5 
tary Right to the Crown from his Father, 
when his Father forfeited that Right five 1 
Years before he was begot? Indeed King if 
Zorn was not depoſed by the Barons of 1 
England, and declared by them to have for- « 


ſtration of Government before his Children 
were born, and therefore the Forfeiture of | 1 
what elective Right the Barons gave King 
John, and afterwards declar'd him to have 
forfeited by his Mal-Adminiftration, and © 
diveſted him of, and invited the Py | 
to accept of that Forfeiture, need not be 
imputed to his Children; but the Heredi- 


before the Children were born, the Chil- F 
dren could have no Right to inherit, 6 
Jeccndty, There are very ſtrong Arg 5 
ments to prove, that according to the Lau 
of the Goſpel, King John's Children were 
not legitimate nor born in lawful Wedlock, Þ 
and : 


HERE DITART RIGHT. 35 


and this is plain from the Account Rap 
& gives us of his Marriage. 

le He informs us, That by his firſt Wife 
g he had no Children, at leaſt not to live; 
-c his ſecond Wife was Aviſa, of Glonceſter, 
-y # who had no Child by him, and during 


of the ſeven Years ſhe was married to him, 


rn gave him no Cauſe of Complaint: But 
Id falling in Love with Iabella, of Ango- 
i- leme, he got a Diſpenſation from the 
er, Pope, to be divorced from Aviſa of 
ve Glouceſter, for no other Reaſon, but 
1g his love (of Luſt ) to [ſabella, 
of who, before ſhe was married to John, 


was contracted in order for Marriage 
F to the Earl of March: And in this 2. 163. 
en Manner faith Rapzn, it is, that Hiſtorians me 
of for the moſt Part ſpeak of John's third 
ng arriage. They aſſure us that his Love 
ve for Iſabella of Angoleme, was the real and 
nd pnly Motive of his annulling his ſecond 
in Marriage: If then this third Marriage, by 
pe hich only he had his Children, was a 
4. awful Marriage, according to the Laws of 
he Goſpel, there are no ſuch Things as 
Þnlawful ones; and if his Marriage was 
unlawful, his Children muſt needs be ille- 
gitimate, and cou d have no Title to the 
Hereditary Right of the Crown. 
For if that Precept of our Lord Jeſas 
| ri be the 4 or Chriſtian Law, 

2 . 


il. ö 


— 2 — 
— 


— — 
m_ - - — 1 - : dh — 
—— ——— — Z— ͤͤ— > 0 — 
8 "= — = = = 
a - 
a - ” 
— 


1 1 
w_ EEE IEC TTE 
2 — = * 5 of 
— 


dr 


— 


— — 


4 
ba 


> * ep 
— — 


KING GEORGE's 


. Matt, xIx. 9. And I ſay unto yon, 
bot ſoever ſhall Pur away his Wife, except 
it be for Fornication, and ſhall marry ano- * 
ther, committeth Saber „Sc. And fur- 
ther, Mark x. 9. I, 3 therefore G 
hath joined War let no Man (no not 
the Pope nor College of Cardinals, nor yet 
a General Counſel) put aſſunder; and then A 
politively concludes, upon the moſt ſtrict 4 
Inquiry in the Houſe, (where the Diſciples |? 
might expect, according to his uſual Cuſ- 2 
tom, he would have explain'd himſelf moſt 
freely, and have told them his mind with- 4 
out reſerve) he adds, v. 11. //hoſoever 
putteth away his I ife and marrieth ano- 
ther, commiteth Adultery againſt her. 

But ſeeing almoſt all Hiſtorians do agree 
that King John diſannul'd his ſecond Mar- 
riage, and put away Aviſa of Glouceſter, I 
his Wife, for no other Cauſe than his fal- 
ling in love with Iabella of Angoleme, 1 
and not any real Cauſe that Aviſa had gi- 
ven him, it muſt needs be concluded, that 
all the Children John had by 1 ſabella, * 
were illegitimate, and born in ee 1 

Thirdly, And tho' the Laws of God ! 
doth not, with Reſpect to ſpiritual Con- 
cerns, ſubzeck the Children to the Guilt of 
their Father's Crimes, yet the Laws of all g 
Nations ſubject the Children to the Penal- 
ties of their Father's Attainders for High- 

T reaſon, | ; 


to the Princeſs Maud, 


HERE DITARY RIGHT. 


Treaſon, with Reſpect to the Inheritance 
both of Title and Eſtates; therefore King 
John's Children ought to be ſubjected to 
the natural Attainder which attended 
their Father's Murder of Prince Arthar, 
and conſequently they cou'd not inherit 
the Hereditary Right to the Crown. 
Therefore the true Hereditary Right to 


+ J the Crown of England, upon the Death 


of Eleanor of Bretagne, neceſſarily fell 
. 4 and her Iſſue, of 
whom King GEORGE is the eldeſt 
2 Branch, ( as we ſhall ſee by and by ;) for 
by the Light of Nature and the Laws of 
all Nations, no Perſon can afterwards con- 
2 vey a Right which they had, by that 
Tight and thoſe Laws, before forfeited : 
If our Non-jurors think they can, let them 
conſider whether any Perſon condemned 
and attainted for High-Treaſon (or really 


: : and naturally guilty thereof, for the for- 


mer is but a formal Conſequence of this 
latter) can after their Attainder convey 
any Inheritance which before that Attain- 
der they might- have a Right to: If not, 
then King John, nor his Children, cou'd 


have no Title after his Forfeiture, to the 


Hereditaty Right of the Crown of Eug- 
land. | 
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VC 


if the Elective Right with which the 
States inveſted Henry the Third, be 
better than the Preceding Hereditary 
Right, then his preſent Majeſty bath 
the Advantage that way alſo. 


ROM all that we have ſaid it is moſt 
manifeſt and apparent, that the States 
of this Nation, upon the Death of King 


John, cou'd conyey no other Right to 
Henry the Third, his Son, than an Elec- 


tive Right, neither could he convey any 
other Right to his Iſſue, (unleſs the Iſſue 
of the Princeſs Maud had been extinct, 
which is moſt evident it is not to this Day.) 
But if the Non jurors think the Convey- 
ance and Inheritance of an elective Right, 
is better than the Inheritance of a preceding 
Aereditary Right then his preſent Majeſty 
King GEORGE hath the Advantage 
this Way alſo; for the Statutes which ex- 
cludes all Papzſts from the Crown, and the 
Statutes whereby a limitted Hereditary 
Right to the Crown 1s ſettled in the Pro- 
teſtant Line, vi, to the Princeſs Sophia 
and her Iſſue, being Proteſtants, conyeys 
to his Majeſty King GEORGE, all the 
Elective Right of this Kingdom; and this 
Conveyance of an Elective Right, which 

the 


. i, hay, + 


$ Maud. 
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dhe Limitation of the Succeſſion in the 
Proteſtant Line, is made the more ſecure, 
. being incorporated into the Union of 
12 as an eſſential Part of the Con- 
ſtitution of the united Kingdom (including 
E gland and Scotland) called Great-Bri- 
tain: So that his preſent Majeſty hath not 
£ Tom the beſt and moſt ancient Heredita- 
1” Right, but alſo inherits the beſt and 
1 frmeſt Elective Right that can be, to the 
Crown of Great- Britain and Ireland. 


4 CHAP. IX. 


© The Genealogy of King GEORGE, 
from Henry the Second's Daughter 


* 


will now ſet down the Lineal Suc- 


$ ceſſion of his preſent Majeſty King 


> GEORGE, from the Princeſs Maud or 
, * Matilda, eldeſt Daughter to King Heu ry 
} the Second. 
* AMTenry the Second's Daughter Maud, 
married Henry the Lyon, Duke of Bava- 
ria and Saxony, and had Iſſue, 
William, Duke of Lunenbure, who 
married Hellena, Daughter of Woldmer, 
King of Denmark, and had Iſſue, 
f Ortho, Duke of Brunſwick and Lu- 
þ nenburs, and Emperor of Germany, who 
had Iſſue, Albert, 
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Albert, (the fit) Duke of Brunftvick, | 


who had Iſſue, 
Magnus, Duke of Brunſwick and Lu- 
nenburg, who had Iſſue, 


Magnus Torquate, Duke of Brunſwick | 


and Lunenburg, who had Iſſue, 


Bernard, Duke of Brunſwick and Lu- 


nenburg, who had ue, 


Frederick, Duke of Lunenburg, who 


had Iſſue, 


Ortho, the Great Duke of Lunenburg, 4 


who had Iſſue, 
Iſſue, 
had Iſſue, 


William, Duke of Lunenburg and Zell, 4 


who had Iſſuo, 

George, Prince of Colleuburg, and Duke 
of Hanover, who had Iſſue, 

Erneſtus Auguſtus. 


Eli gabeth, the only Daughter of King 
James the Firſt, married to Frederick, 


King of Bohemia, and had Iſſue by her, 
Sophia, his only ſurviving Heir. 


Erneſtus Auguſtus, Biſhop of Ofnaburg, © 
and Elector of Brunſwick and Lnnen- | 
burg, who married the aboye-mentioned |; 
$9phia, Grand- Daughter to King James 


the Firſt, and had Iſſue, 


* 


GEORGE. 
4 * ©" 
ny : 


Henry, Duke of Lunenburg, who had 


Erneſtus, Duke of Lunenburg, who | 


HEREDITART RIGUI. 


GEORGE, the Firſt, by the Grace 
pf God, King of Great - Britain, and 
,_ Flector of Brunſwick, Sc. who had Iſſue, 
3 GEORGE, the Second, by the Grace 
pf God, King of Great-Britain, and E- 
Jector of Brunſwick and Lunenburg, Gc. 

I need ſay nothing on this Genealogy 
pf the illuſtrious Family of Brunſwick 
and Hanover, to prove it the moſt anci- 
ent and honourable in Europe; there is 
Zxnought printed long before his late Ma- 
Reſty had any Views of coming to the 
Throne of Great-Britain; which ſuffici- 
ently demonſtrates that this Family 1s the 
"moſt ancient, honourable and glorious of 
any now ſubſiſting in Europe, and there- 
Pore is fo far from being the Object of Con- 
Fcmpt, as many of my Countrymen have 
peen deluded to think, that it is the 


"of any Family that hath {at upon the 
hrone of England, for theſe five hun- 
Fred, (I may ſay) theſe thouſand Years 
paſt. 5 

The Elector of Brunſwick, Lunenburg, 
znd Duke of Hannover, and the Princeſs 
. Popha, being thus lineally deſcended from 
d She Ancient and Royal Blood of Euglaud 
os and Scotland, the former from Henry the 
Pecond, the latter from King James the 
Firſt, King GEORGE the Firſt had a 
H Claim 


Preateſt Ornament to the Britiſß Throne, 
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ons were happily united in the Offspring 


O e GE, by the Mother's Side; and 
the Blood of the Houſes of T and Lau- 


KING GEORGE's [ 
Claim to the Crown of Great - Britain, 
according to the higheſt and ſtricteſt He. 
reditary Right, before the Iſſue of any 
of our Engliſh Kings ſince Richard the. 
Firſt; for he had the true and untainted} 
Blood of the P/atagenets and Steward. 
united together ; whereas the Blood of che . 
Mortimors, Suffolks, and Tudor, all iſſu- f 
ed by the Male or Female from the attain- 
ted Blood of King John, which could ne- 
ver convey a pure Hereditary Right to 
any of our fuccceding Kings, becauſe at- 
tainted, firſt, in the Aſſumption of the 
Crown, in the Prejudice of the undoubted 
Hereditary Right of Prince Arthur; and 
ſecondly, by the Murther of Prince Ar. 
thur; therefore this Blood could never 
be purified (but by Marriage with the 
Electors of Brunſwick) into a ſtrict He-. 
reaitary Right: But the Blood of the E- 
lectors Brunſwick, Lunenburg, by their 
Anceſter the Princeſs Matilda, was neye! 
attainted with thoſe Crimes, but comes 
pure and uncorrupt into the - Enjoyment%: 
of the true Hereditary Right. ; 

As the Blood of the Normans and Sax 


of Henry the Second, Father of the firſt 
Royal Blood of England, in King 


caſler, 5 


il HzerEvpiTary RIGHT. 

e. aſter, were happily united in King Henry 
nyl he Eighth, and the Grand-Mother of King 
hel James the Firſt ; and the two Kingdoms of 
ted Eugland and Scotland were happily uni- 
4. led in the Perſon of King James the Frrſt; 


the o may ſay with great Truth and Juſtice 


ky they are all happily united in the Perſon 


8 bf King G E O R G E the Second. 


ne- b 
1 
at- 
che 
ted 
ind 


fr. 
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CHAP. X. 


The Reaſons that might induce the States. 

on the Death of King John, to ſer a- 
fide the ſtrict Hereditary Right of the 
CT Elcanor, 


2 UT before I proceed any further, will 
hint the Reaſons which I concetye 
night induce the States of England, at 
| he Time of King John's Death, not to 
Tonſ1der, but to ſet aſide the moſt appa- 
gent Hereditary Right of the Princeſs 
*leanor, Prince Arthur's Siſter then a Pri- 
Joner in By iſtol-Caſtle, and after her Death, 
the Hereditary Right of the Heirs of the 
Princeſs Matilda, and proceed upon the 
„ oundation of their Authority; when the 
3% Prince reigning had forfeited his Right to 
the Throne, and the Throne was vacant 
to elect a King out of tome Branch of 
Fe Royal Blood. 
H 2 Firſt, 
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KING GEORGE's 2 
Firſt, Lewis, the Dauphin of France, 
was then in the Bowels of England, with a 
powerful Army, and had been invited overÞ 
by great Numbers of the Barons, and; joyn- 
ed by them to withſtand and oppoſe King 
Johu's Arbitrary and Mal-Adminiftration? 
of Government; but the Barons making} 
an evident Diſcovery that the Dauphin had, 
purpoſed and determined, as ſoon as he gol 
the Power into his own Hands, utterly to 
deſtroy the Engliſh Conſtitution of G- 
vernment; and as the Viſcount Melun, 2 
French Lord, declared upon his Death 
Bed, that Prince Lewis had avowed, that 
if once he got the Kingdom into his Hande, a 
utterly to extirpate all the Eugliſt Nobi- 
lity, and to admit none but 55 euch- Men 
to any Places of Profit, Truſt, or Dignity; 
therefore the States of the Kingdom was 
under a Neceſlity to unite in chooſiing ano- 
ther Perſon to fill the Throne. Princeſs! 
Eleauor had been long a Priſoner, and in 
great Contempt, doubt! cet, with all the Court, 
Party, as thoſe in her Circumſtances gene- 
rally are; and altho'the Hereditary Right? 
was undoubtedly hers, yet the Court Party 
might be afraid to truſt her, for fear of her! 
Reſentment; and further, muſt be ſuppoſed, 
to be more attach'd by Intereſt to Kings 
John's Son; and the Princeſs Eleanor, hav- 
ing no Foreign Power to ſtand by her and, 
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HERE DITARY RIGHT. 


aſſiſt her, it was not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
they could unite to reſtore her to her Right; 
and as to the Iſſue of the Princeſs Maud, their 
Hereditary Right commenced not till Ele- 
anor's Death; they therefore cou'd not think 
of admitting her Heirs, without an aggra- 
ted Aﬀront to the Dauphin, who might, 
at that Time, with as much Juſtice, claim 
the Crown as the Heirs of the Princeſs 
Matilda, as we intimated before he did 
claim the Hereditary Title to the Crown, 
in the pretended Right of his Wife. 
Jecoudly, The States therefore could 
not think of a more probable Way to u- 
nite the Intereſt of the Great Men, and 
procure the Peace of the Kingdom, than 
to elect King John's Son; (there being 
no Reaſon to doubt, as in the Caſe of the 
Pretender, that he was his real Son, tho' 
born in unlawful Wedlock;)and conſidering 
his Father was dead and gone to anſwer 
his Sins in another World, and the Son an 
Infant left among them, and not ſent a- 
way to the Enemies of their Religion and 


Conſtitution, as the Pretender was, there- 


fore they might Hope to bring him up, 
inſturct him in, and poſſeſs him with ſuch 
Principles, inſpiring him with Gratitude, 
and ſuch a Senſe of his Father's Crimes 
and Follies, as might give them Aſſurance, 
that in the whole Courſe of his Reign 

he 
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KING GEORGE's 


he would govern ſtrictly, according to 


their Conſtitution, and preſerve their 
Laws and Liberties, and make them a hap- 
py People. 

Thirdly, Another powerful Reaſon, that 
might induce the States to ſet aſide ſtrict 
Hereditary Right at this Time was, the 
Intereſt of the Pope, then acknowledged 
by England, (for there was a Schiſm at 
that Time in the Popedom, and two Per- 
ſons claim'd the infallible Chair) lay in 
advancing King John's Son to the Throne: 
And conſidering the Slavary Men's Con- 
ſciences was at that Time held in, this 
might be a very powerful and prevailing 
Argument with the States to ſet aſide ſtrict 
Flereditary Right, and to ele& young 
Henry King, and to inveſt him with an 
Elective Right to the Crown. And how 
unjuſt ſoever this might be, yet the Ne- 
ceſſity of their Affairs ſeem'd to plead an 
Excuſe for it; therefore this Election and 
Choice of young Henry, doth not in the 
leaſt affect nor diſſolve the true and anci- 
ent Hereditary Right, deyolved upon the 
Anceſtors of King GEORGE, by the 
Forfeiture of King Jahn, and the Death 
of the Princeſs Eleanor. 
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GH AP. I. 
The Reaſons why the States have Au- 


thority, in very extraordinary Caſes, 
to ſet aſide ſtrif? Hereditary Right. 


F ROM what hath been before ſaid, 

we may colle& a Demonſtration of 
the lein Truth, That the States of this 
Nation, when their Conſtitution was broke, 

and the King reigning had thereby for- 
feited his Right to govern, have Authority 
to elect and chooſe a King out of the Royal 
Family, that they believed would govern 
according to their Conſtitution, and that 
ſuch an Election and Choice, gave the 
Perſon a true Right to the Crown, and 
an Authority to govern according to their 
Laws. 

And if the States and living Legiſlative 
Power had a Right to do this in one Age, 
why not, upon the ſame Immergency, to 
do the ſame I hing in another? Doth the 
Light and Law of Nature authorize the 
States and Powers of a free People in one 
Age, to form and eſtabliſh any meer hu- 
mane Conſtitution, that the ſame Powers 
of that free People have not Authority 
to rectify and purify in another Generati- 


on, from any Errors they perceive therein? ? 
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Kine GEORGE's 


I muſtconfels I ſee no ſuch Power, that the 
Light and Law of Nature gives, neither is 
{uch a Power agreeable to the Sentiments 
and Practice of the Generality of the wiſeſt 
and beſt Philoſophers and Stateſmen in all 
Ages of the World; and this is demonſtra- 
ble from the following Inſtance. 

When the Government of this Iſland 
was firſt conſtituted, whether by Compact 
and Agreement amongſt the Inhabitants 
themſel ves, as is moſt probable, or by 
the inter poſing Authority of Conquerors, 
it matters not which; or we may take 
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| in both, the Caſe will remain the ſame; 
3 | ſo that the Freedom of the States and 
14 People be preſeved and ſubſiſt, or at leaſt 
5 be reſtored. The Religious Part of this firſt 
RY Conſtitution of Government, is allowed 
44 and aſſerted, by all Hiſtorians, to be Hea- 


theniſm and Idolatry, which they had then 
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1 Laws to eftabliſh, defend and inforce, and 
1 | as much as human Power cou'd do,they did, 
1 without doubt, provide againſt the Alte- 
„ ration thereof, and ſo far as they did, and 
4 whilſt they continued to believe in their 
"bl Hearts and Conſciences that they were in 
1 lab the Right: I don't ſee, but from the meer 
li, Ne . Light of Nature they had Authority ſo 


19 21. to do. But did this their meer human Au- 
n. 14 15-thority and Conſtitution; or the Autho- 
John iii. 


10 21. fity of their Conſtitution bind their Suc- 
ceſſors 
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HERE DITARTY RIGHT. 


ceſſors, after the Principles of Chriſtianity 
prevailed and made a Conqueſt over the 
Minds of thoſe in whom the living Legiſ- 
lative Power was inveſted, not to alter, 
rectify and purify their former Conſtitu- 
tion of Government, from thoſe Errors 
which relate to Heatheniſm, and to form 
it agreeable to thoſe Principles of Chriſti- 
anity they had received? no certainly; for 
our Hiſtorians unanimouſly declare they 
had Authority, and did caft out of the 
Conftitution all thoſe Errors which related 
to Heatheniſm and Idolatry, and made 


2 other Laws Part of their Conſtitution, 


that were agreeable to the Principles of 
3 Chriſtianity. 


And when the Errors and Superſtition 


of Popery prevailed in this Nation, (for 


all Proteſtant Writers do unanimouſly teſ- 


tiſy, and undeniably prove, they were not 
the firſt Principles of Chriſtianity received 
and eſtabliſhed in this Nation,) the Con- 
ſtitution and Laws were again altered and 
made agreeable thereto, by the then living 
; Legiſlative Power, and the Supremacy of 
the Pope was introduced and eſtabliſhed 
by Law, without any Authority from the 


Law of God and the true Principles of 
| Chriſtianity; and it was made Death to 


deny the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 


and ſome other of the Roman Frrors. 
1 Now 


49 


** 


Mee — — —— — „ -— AQ ” 


a= 


* 48.7 
r 


* 
* 
LY 


— 
— — =» - 

4 5 * 
r 


— 


— — - 
<= — - 7 
- - 8 s 


| ( 
G 17 
0 


- - 
—— — 
= — 9 


12 
1 


* bo 6 


— 
+ v0 <> — -w—— > 
4 2 os 4 +» 
”— 


2 


> - 1% ne pu 4 * — 1 
PU DIET YT ee 


- - 
— 
* . = —-* 
_— — - 
- 


— 
——— IE _ 1 8 
ꝶ6＋yo⁊rovꝛ„„ . 1 
5 
8 as 7 
8 E 
” - . * 2 5 


50 


KING GEORG E's 


Now ſceing it is moſt evident, that thoſe 
grand Alterations have paſt upon the Con- 
{titution of Government ſince its firſt 
Formation in this Nation; had not the 
living Legiſlative Power as great an Au- 
thority, and far greater, ( as they have 
the plain reycaled Will of God on their 
Side,) when the Principles of the Refor- 
mation preyatld and made a Conqueſt 
over the Minds of the living Legiſlative 
Power, to caſt out of the Conſtitution of 
their Fore-fathers, all thoſe Laws that fa- 
voured and eſtabliſhed the Errors, Super- 
ſtition and: Idolatry of Popery, and to 


form their Conſtitution according to the 


Proteſtant Faith? Surely they had the 
higheſt Reaton and Right to do this, ſee- 
ing we haye the ſame Revelation of the 
Wil of God, which is acknowledged in 
the bare litterality by the Papiſts them- 
ſelves, to juſtify us therein, as thoſe that 
firſt changed the Conſtitution from Hea- 
ticniim to Chriſtianity had. Therefore 
iceing the ſupream living Legiſlative Pow- 
er of this Nation, in Kings, Lords, and 
Commons, in Edward the Sixth's Reign, 


and again 1n Qiicen, Lords, and Com- 


mons, in Queen £/1zaberh's Reign, did 
rectify, purity and eſtabliſh the Conſtt- 
tution of the Government of the Nation, 
according to the Principles of the Prote- 

ſtant 
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ſtant Faith, and that it hath been further 
confirmed and ſtrengthened by additional 


Laws in all the Reigns ſince Queen li- 
beth, of glorious Memory; except King 


Legiſlative Power and Authority, without 
the Whole, to break or diflolyc any Part of 
the Conſtitution, as may be undeniably 
prov d the late King James did, and par- 
ticularly from the Declaration of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons aſ- 
ſembled at Veſimiuſten, Jan. 28, 1688, 
As it is moſt apparent, the King's Perſon is 
5 but a Part of our living Legiſlative Pow- 
er, inveſted with an Executive Power of 
the whole, and a Power to give Sanction 
to all new Laws; hath the King then, 
without the Conſent of the Lords and 
Commons, Power and Authority to break 
and diſſolve our eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution ? 
= Certainly the Nation in no Age ever qui- 


arbitrary Proceedings in their Kings. 
I doubt not but the Papiſts wou'd loud- 
ly have juſtified the Houſes of Lords 
and Commons, if they had united in op- 
poſing the King, if he had attemptcd with- 
out their Concurrence, to have broke the 
Conſtitution, when it was eſtabliſhed in 
Favour of Popery. This we are ſufficient- 
ly aſſur'd of by what they did in Queen 
I z Eli- 
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James the Second had any Part of the 


etly ſuffered it, but always oppoſed 1ſuch' 
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KING GEORGE 


Elizabeth's Reign, notwithſtanding ſhe 
did nothing relating to the Conſtitution, 
but what was done by the Conlent and Con- 
currence of both Houſes of Parliament. 
The States of this Realm then had Autho- 


rity to interpoſe upon the many and great 


Breaches made in our Proteſtant Conſtitu- 
tion by the late King 7ames the Second, 
and his apparent Deſign of breaking and 
diſſolving the whole in an arbitrary Power: 
(it it cou'd be done no other Way.) And 
when the Prince of Orange, joined by the 
Majority of the Statcs, oppos'd and pre- 
vented the Deſigns of the ſaid King 
James, his ſecretly ſtcaling away, ( after 
he was by the Biſhops and a conſider- 
able Part of the Peers, deſired to ſtay 
and meet a free Parliament, and to recti- 
fy the Breaches he had made in the Con- 

ſtitution, and was aſſured both from the 
Prince of Orange and ſeveral J. ords, that 
no Violence nor Prejudice ſhonld be done 
to his Perſon,) and notwithſtanding all, 
leaving this Nation without any Form of 
Government or executive Power lodg'd in 
the Hands of any Perſon or Perſons, and 
as much as in him lay diſſolving all Form 
of Government, by carrying or cauſing, 


or at leaſt permitting, to be carry'd away 


the Broad-Seal of England, burning thoſe 
Writs that had already paſt the Scal, but 


not 


HERE DITART RIGHT. 


not ſent out, and ſuperſeeding thoſe that 
Was for calling of a free Parliament, and 
ordering the Army to be disbanded with 
their Arms, and without their Pay; and, 
which ſtill aggravated the Matter, (having 
before ſent away the Queen and his preten- 


ded Son, and if he was his real Son, ſo much 


the worſe,) goes over himſelf to the then 
greateſt Enemy of our Proteſtant Conſti- 
tution of any in Europe, and one that 
had the moſt barbarouſly perſecuted thoſe 
* of the Proteftant Faith. Theſe Circum- 
- ſtances were equally imergent, and ren- 
dred the Affairs of the Nation as deſpe- 
rate as thoſe at the Death of King John: 
* Therefore what Reaſon can be given, why 
the States of the Nation had not as much 
Authority to aſſemble in the two Houſes 
of Parliament, and declare that the ſaid 
King James had forfeited his Right to 
Government, and abdicated the Throne, 
and the Throne was really yacant ; and 


upon this apparent Vacancy of the Throne, 


to elect and chooſe a King and Queen 
out of ſome Branch of the Royal Family 
that wou'd maintain their Conſtitution, 
and adminiſter Goyernment according to 
the Laws; as well as the States had Au- 
| thority, at the Death of King John, to 
elect Henry the Third, and to inyeſt him 
with 
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KING GEORGE Ss 


with a true Title? They cou'd not in- 
veſt Henry with the true Hereditary 
Title, for his Father never poſſeſs'd it, 
nor could poſſeſs it, while any of his 
elder Brother Jeffery s Heirs were living, 


and the Princeſs Eleauor was living when 


1 
ty firſt Year of his Reign; and if the 


Heury was elected, and lived to the Twen⸗ 


States then belie ved, and the States of 


every Age ſince (for this was never re- 
peal'd ) that the Election of the States 
( notwithſtanding the true Heir, according 


to Hereaitary Right, was then living, 
and in the Nation) gave Henty a true 


Title, what Reaſon is there to doubt that 
the Election and Settlement of the States, 
in 1688, gave King Milliam and Queen 
Mary, and Queen Ame, as true a Title? 
Certainly if Henry had a true Title, thoſe 
had alſo a true Title. 

And if the Choice and Settlement of the 
States gave King Milliam and Queen Mary 


and Queen Amnnea true Title, then the Acts ; | 


of the States in both their Reigns, which 
ſettled the Crown upon the Princeſs Fo- 


phia, and the Heirs of her Body, being 


Prot eſtants, gave his late and preſent Ma- 


jeſty King GEORGE a true Title, 
and as true a Title as ever Heury the 


Third had: And if it be denied that the 
Election and Settlement of the States gave 
Henry 


HERR DITA RT RIG T. 


— Henry a true Title, it muſt neceſſarily 
„follow, that none of our Kings ſince till 
t, King GEORGE the Firſt, had any true 
is | T als ſeeing they could have none but 
* what they inherited from him, or what the 
n Acts and Settlement of the States gave 
them. If it be objected that Henry had 
le 7 no true Title, till the Death of the Princeſs 
of Eleanor, and then the Hereditary Right 
fell to him. 
es Anſwer, It cannot be allowed that the 
g © true Hereditary Right fell to Henry on 
g, che Death of 0 Princeſs Eleauor, with- 
ie out overthrowing evident and undoubted 
I Principles both of Revelation and Rea- 
ſon, as we have proved. 

For if wilful and premeditated Murther 
. of the true Heir and Poſſeſſor of Here- 
} ditary Right, doth not forteit the Mur- 
2 EE Right to inherit, we overthrow 
1e that evident Principle of divine Revela- 
tion, given forth by God himſelf immedi- 
ts | | ately after the Flood, Gen, ix. 5 6. which 
h Þ therefore muſt be obligatory to all Na- 
tions, becauſe given to the Root and Stock 
g of all Nations, in Noah and his Sons. 
1- F And it not only overthrows this Princi- 
e, ple of Revelatoin, but it allo oyerthrows 
ie che Reaſon and Laws of all Chriſtian 
le | Nations. 


* Secondly, 
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Kine GEORGE's 


born in Adultery, we overthrow the ex- 


preſs Law of our Lord Jeſug Chriſt, 
vis. I fay unto you, whoſoever putteth 


away bis Wife, except it be for Forni- 
cation, and ſhall marry another, com- 
mitteth Adultery: Again, And what | 
God therefore hath joined together let t 


no Man put aſſunden; and as we have 
proved before, it 1s the General Opinion 
of Hiſtorians, that King John put away 
his Wife Aviſa of Glouceſter, for no o- 
ther Reaſon than his falling in Love with 
ILabella of Angoleme; therefore if we do 
not allow Heury the Third was begotten 
and born in Adultery, and conſequently 
coud have no Title to true Hereditary 
Right, we overthrow the afore-mentioned 
Law of our Lord Feſas Chriſt. 
Therefore Henry the Third cou'd have 
no Title to the Crown, but what the States 
gave him, conſequently the Title the States 


gave him was a true Title, or none of N 


our Kings ſince, till King GEORGE 
the Firſt, had a true Title; but all our 
Kings, ſince Henry the Third, that were 
inveſted with the Crown by the general 


Act, Conſent and Acknowledgement of 


the States, had a true Title thereto till they 


forfeited it, and were deprived thereof by 
the Act of the States, And 


Secondly, If it be not acknowledged ; 
that Henry the Third was begotten and 


. 
+ 
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And if the States had Authority by 


the Princeſs Eleanor was then alive, and 
had done nothing to forfeit her Title to 


the Murther of his Nephew Arthur,) to 
give Henry a true Title to the Crown, 
chat hath been the Foundation of all the 
Rights to all our Kings ſince, till Milliam 
the Third: Certainly the ſame Act and 
Authority of the States of this Kingdom, 
upon as imergent Occaſion and great Ne- 
teſlity, gave King 7”. liam, Queen Mary, 
Qucen Arne, and King GEORGE the 
'\r{t and Second, as true a Title as ever 
{entry the Third enjoy d; or any of his 
pucceſſors; which ought to deſcend to the 
que of King G E ORG E, being Prote- 
Rants, to he End of Time. 
: But as the Now- -jurors abſolutely deny 
he Conſequence, ſo they muſt neceſſarily 
deny the Premiſles, and therefore muſt ſeek 
ran untainted, unforfeited Hereditary 
Night: Which can be found no-where but 
his preſent Majeſty King G E ONE 
re He Second. And ſince the wonderful and 
al urcdrinng Providence of God (1 am fully 
of pcrfwaded for glorious and good Ends to 


N t R this 


their Act and Election, notwithſtanding 


5 Hereditary Right, (and notwithſtanding 
King Johu's moſt apparent Forfeiture by 
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this Kingdom) hath ſo over-rul'd, and 
brought things to concur, in ſuch a wud 
py Manner, as that the Settlement of the 
Crown, by the States of the Kingdom, and | 
the true unforfeited Hereditary Right, 
meet and center in one and the ſame F 
Perſon, which hath not happen'd till King 
GEORGE the Firſt, of glorious and 
happy Memory, tor above this five hun-F 
dred Years ; which united Right gives his 
preſent Majeſty and his Iſſue the higheſt 
and moſt divine Title to the Imperial] 
Crown of Great-Britain that ever any] 
King enjoy'd ſince it was a Nation. 

And here 1 may uſe the Expreſſion oll 
that bold Champion of the Non ggurors, the 
Author of the Hereditary Right, in af 
true Senſe, and for the real Good of the 
Kingdom, which he intended quite other 
ways, VIE. 

The Tree of Hereditary Right hathf 
* been 1everal Times cut down to th 
* Ground, but the Stump in the Eart 
(I may add, tho? it hath lain long 1 
* Obſcurity, with Reſpect to this King. 
dom) hath grown up again, and hathf 
reached to Heaven; the Kingdom hattf 
© been ſure, and the Nation hath bee je 
convinced that the Heavens do rule— 


And thoſe that in the preſent Cal o 
wil 


HERE DITARZY RIGHT. 


will not be convinc'd by the ſurpriz- 
ing and over-ruling Providence of the 
Almighty, that hath ad vanc'd the Family 
of his preſent Majeſty King GEORG E 
to the Throne of Great - Britain, Sc. 
that the Heavens do rule, wou'd not be 


convinced tho” one ſhou'd ariſe from the 
dead to teſtify it, or if an Angel were 


-E fcnt from Heaven with the Meſſage. 


This aſtoniſhing Conduct of divine Pro- 


vidence, in reſtoring to the Throne of 
* theſe Nations the pure untainted Blood 
of the Platagenets, by the Mother's Side, 
into which the Hereditary Blood of the 
Saxon Line, by the Mothers Side, was 
 ngrafted by Heury the Second, is ſuffici- 
ent to take of the Force of all that can 
be urg'd from the long Interruption of 
the Hereditary Right in the Iſſue of 
the Princeſs Matzilaa ; for tho' no Claim 


of this Right was made, nor Poſſeſſion ob- 
tain'd, yet according to the true Light of 
Nature, and the Law of God, this Right 


nf remain'd nevertheleſs real and eſſential ; 
and ſeeing the good Proyidence of God 


hath ſo wonderfully and unexpectedly 


reſtor'd it in his late and preſent Ma- 
| jeſty ; this is ſufficient to take of all that 
may or can be urgd from the Literality 


or Cuſtom of humane Laws. And this 
K 2 the 
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the Author of Hereditary Right main- || 
tains in his Appendix, p. 15. © Tis a ture Þ 


La 


0 


K „ 


Rule in this Cafe, ( faith he,) zullum 
tempus occurrit Regi: (and adds) No 
Length of Time makes that Law, 
which was not ſo from the Beginning ; F 
if there be a right Heir that claims, F 
or would claim, or wants either Notice 
of his Title or Power to make it good, 
or. forbears to claim for other 1ufficient 


* Reaſon, here Preſcription ſignifies no- 
thing, and if ſo, then King G EORGE's 
Hereditary Right was as good when he 
entred upon Poſſeſſion of the Crown, as 
it was the firſt Day King John forfeited 


his Right by the Murther of his Nephew 


Arthur, and the Death of the Princeſs 
Eleanor. 


For by this Rule, if no Time nor Law 


can preſcribe or determine the true He- 
reditary Right, none can prejudice or 


detriment King GEORGE:'. 


And from what hath been ſaid, I con- 


ceive it is moſt evident, that his late 
Majeſty King GEORGE did, and his | 
preſent Majeſty King GEORGE doth, 
enjoy the beſt Hereditary Right to the | 
Crown of England and Ireland, of any] 
Monarch that hath fat upon the Throne | 
ſince Richard the Firſt. 


And 


HEREDITARY RIGHT. 


And upon due Conſideration, it muſt 
be a ſurprizing Prejudice that muſt with- 
hold any Man (eſpecially) that is a true 
Proteſtant, and a ſincere Lover of his 
Religion and the true Good of his native 
Country, from ſeeing and acknowledg- 
ing this Much more might be ſaid to 
confirm this Truth, both from Hiſtory, 


Revelation, and the ſound Principles of 


LY ww WY": hl. - 


2 
t Reaſon ; but I conceive what is already 
- {aid is ſufficient to convince any unpre- 
sjucdic'd Man. 
© I could alſo anſwer all that may be 
sÞ urg'd to invalidate the Argument found- 
d ed upon King Zohrn's Divorce from A 
vii of Glouceſter to prove Henry the 
SF Third illegitimate, and particularly what 
may be urg'd from the Example of Henry 
the Eighth, and prove from undoubted 


- | Hiſtory, that Heury the Eighth had much 
greater Reaſon to divorce Katherine of 
Spain, than John had to divorce Avi/a of 

1- | Glouceſter ; but as there are none of the 
te | Poſterity of Henry the Eight remaining, 
is | there is no Reaſon to trouble the Rea- 
h, der with that Argument, but to conclude, 
1c that if thoſe Gentlemen that were Non- 
iy | Jurors to King GEORGE the Firſt, 
ne] will be determined by nothing but the 
higheſt and ſtricteſt Hereditary Right, 
| 1 
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I hope, upon due Conſideration, they 
will ſuffer this moſt apparent Heredi- 
tary Right of his preſent Majeſty to 
determine them to take the Oaths, and 
to become loyal and faithful Subjects to 
King GEORGE the Second, whom 

1 God Almighty long preſerve in Health, 

15 Proſperity and Peace, or Victory, to go- 

1 2 vern theſe Kingdoms, and his Iſſue af- 

#4 ter him, to the End of Time, Amen. 
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